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be entertaining to my readers; but may 
help to promote their improvement in 
many good and commendable qualities. It 
is true, indeed, that my language is very 
plain and homely. But what of that? 
As a good boy or a good girl is never the 
worfe, nor will be lefs honoured and ef- 
teemed, becaufe he is poor and wears an old 
hat and a tattered coat ; fo a good book 
is not a whit the lefs valuable (in my opi- 
nion) becaufe the ftyle is plain and in com- 
mon ufe. Befides, as the good little folks, 
for whofe improvement I am writing, have 
not Ikill enough, perhaps, (or at lea(l: not 
many of them) to make ufe of a Didlion- 
ary, I thought it would be mod for their 
advantage to avoid all hard words and nn- 
eommon phrales, and to conhne myfelf 
to pure Englijh, I mud acknowledge, in- 
deed, that many petty writers, fuch as I 
am, have adfed otherwife ; and duffed 
their little books with fo many out-of-the- 
way expreffions, and fo many words which 
are borrowed from the learned and other 
languages, that at lad they have made 
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■ r 1 them as fine and tawdry as 
the infide ot uei 

the gdt L.,g amiis ; tor m- 

this 1 their little readers (as 

S, they have only taught them to talk 


^ No? is this all; forfomeof themha^ 
hkewife prefented my httle roafters .nd 
hfles with lb many idle nonfenfica fto- 

df and fuch a number of filly and un- 

meiiin? rhimes, that they have, m tlm 
end made greater babies of them t.ian 
they were before ; or, at lead, they have 
done them little more fervice than “ ti.ey 
bad c^iven them a rattle or a hobby-horle. 
Perhaps they will tell me that their only 
defign was to teach them to read. But to 
read%vhat ?— For my part, 1 have fo good 
an opinion of them (and why fliould I 
not ?) that I believe them to be able, even 
while they are learning to read, to learn 
alfo, in feme meafure, to exercife their 
rerdbn and underdanding ; and, of the 
two, the latter, I* think, is the moil de- 
A 4 firable 


